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This present first update intends to provide a situation report on the emergency in Cabo Verde after the eruption 

of the Volcano of Fogo and is produced by the UN Office in Cabo Verde in collaboration disaster management 

partners.  It is published by the UN RC office and covers the period of 23 – 24 November 2014.  

 

BACKGROUND 

The Cape Verde Islands, is a short chain of volcanic islands 

that generally are younger at the western end, formed as the 

African Plate moved towards the east over the hotspot in 

much the same way that the Hawaiian Ridge formed as the 

Pacific Plate moved west-northwestward over a hotspot. 

The Fogo consists of a single volcano, so the island is nearly 

round and about 25 kilometers (15 miles) in diameter, with a 

total population of 36,300. The large summit caldera (about 

10 kilometers in the north-south direction and 7 kilometers in 

the east-west direction) is not located in the center of the 

island, but rather towards its northeastern corner. The caldera is bounded by steep near-vertical fault scarps on 

the north, west, and south sides but is breached to the east where lava can flow to the coast. The current north-

northeast-trending eruptive fissures are located along the western flank of a large cone named Pico, which 

formed inside the caldera between about 1500 and 1760. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 

1. The eruption started at 10:00 AM on December 23
rd

 2014. 

2. Preliminary data showed that the eruptions were anteceded by a series of seismic events captured and 

reported by the local seismic network. 

3. No human injuries reported. 

4. Despite the some percussive signals the evacuation of approximately 1000 people was not planned in 

advance by the Civil Protection Services. 

5. Three vents on the north-south direction were opened, with distinct viscosity (`A’ a and Pahoehoe lava) 

and flow directions  

6. Local officials on the ground reported that on the early hours of the 24
th

 the eruption activities increased 

7. The lava front has effectively cut the road access to the community (Bangaeira, Cova Tina, Portela e Djeu 

de Lorna), halting all evacuation effort by motorized vehicles.  

8. The lava has claimed large agriculture fields and is threatening to destroy the recently inaugurated the 

landmark building of the headquarters of Fogo’s Natural Park (funded by KWF and quarters of the 

Consolidation of Areas Protected Systems project) 

9. Large emissions of toxic gases represents serious public health, to local population 

10. The ashes plume were reported at high altitude by Meteorological Agency, already affecting the route of 

airplanes.   
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

1. A "Situação de Contingência", ie emergency situation, was proclaimed for the island of Fogo and 

neighboring island of Brava on 23 November. 

2. The Civil Protection Services, Red  Cross and Army have mobilized local resources to respond to the 

evacuation efforts and assisting the evacuees. 

3. The government has provided social housing to be used as shelters 

4. Local schools are currently integrating approximately 400  children under the age 15 years old 

 

HEALTH 

 

The health emergency plan has been activated and the local and central officials are monitoring the situation and 

assisting the evacuees. The WHO Country Office is following the situation with the MOH and the UN Resident 

Coordinator. WHO Afro Regional Director has been informed about the event and additional resources can be 

deployed to the country is needed. 

 

NEEDS 

1. The evacuation process clearly pointed out the lack of airlift capabilities as major constrains to evacuated 

people and theirs belonging 

2. Civil Protection Services has promised that a list of needs will soon be presented to the Government. 

3. Damage and cost assessment on the logistic operations for the coming days ahead is crucial to help plan 

additional resources mobilization 

 

GENERAL COORDINATION 

1. The Resident Coordinator has establish the contact with Minister of Home Affairs, the Minister of 

Environment and Ministry of Foreign Affairs to ensure appropriate Government liaisons with United 

Nations Agencies. Contacts between the Civil protection and UN office was established early Sunday 

morning and maintained. 

2. Meeting with the resident agencies held Monday morning 24/11 to evaluate the emergency situation and 

coordinate the UN response 

3. The Inter-ministry coordination group on disaster management met yesterday 23/11 to better harmonize 

its actions and on the ground efforts 

4. UNOSAT and OCHA was contacted on 24/11 to provide satellite imagery that could also help on the rapid 

assessment and the extent of the current lava flow and communities that might be affected. 

5. The UN office was contacted by international NGOs wanting to obtain information and ready to assist 

and provide relief items. 
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